
 

This Catho lic Schools Inspectora te  inspection  was carried  ou t unde r canons 804 & 806 of the  code  of canon  law. For m ain ta ined  
schools and  academ ies in  England  it fu lfils  the  sta tutory requirem ents o f s.48 of the  Education  Act 2005. For m ain ta ined  schools and  
academ ies in  Wale s it fu lfils the  sta tu tory requirem ents o f s.50 of the  Education  Act 2005. 

Catholic Schools Inspectorate inspection report for 
St Alban's Catholic Primary School 

URN: 6813321 
Title . Carried out on behalf of the Most Reverend Mark O’Toole, Archbishop of Cardiff on: 

 9th - 10th March 2023 

Summary of key findings 
What the school does well 

• St. Alban’s is a  good Catholic school. The  m ission  sta tem ent is  cen tra l to  the  day-to-day life  
of the  school. It gu ides the  work of leaders, sta ff, pupils, and  the  parish  com m unity in  th is 
inclusive  school where  everybody is we lcom ed. 

• The  gove rn ing body and leade rs prioritise  and  prom ote  the  school’s Catholic life  and  
m ission , and  focus on  deve loping its  good Catholic e thos. 

• The  head  teacher exh ibits exce llen t leve ls of passion  and  com m itm en t that are  requ ired  in  
orde r to  ensure  tha t the  necessary im provem en ts a re  m ade . 

• There  is a  strong and  e ffective  partnersh ip  be tween  the  school and  parish  wh ich  
con tribute s exceptiona lly we ll to  pupils’ sp iritual form ation . 

Overall effectiveness 
Th e  o ve r a ll q u a lit y o f Ca t h o lic  e d u ca t io n  p r o vid e d  b y t h e  s ch o o l………………………………………… 
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Catholic life and mission (p.3) 
Ho w  fa it h fu lly t h e  s ch o o l r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  ca ll t o  live  a s  a  Ca t h o lic  co m m u n it y a t  t h e  
s e r vice  o f t h e  Ch u r c h ’s  e d u ca t io n a l m is s io n ………………………………………………………………… 
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Religious education (p.5) 
Th e  q u a lit y o f cu r r icu lu m  r e lig io u s  e d u ca t io n ……………………………………………….……………. 
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Collective worship (p.7) 
Th e  q u a lit y a n d  r a n g e  o f lit u r g y a n d  p r a ye r  p r o vid e d  b y t h e  s ch o o l.………………………… 

2 
 

   

The  school is fu lly com plian t with  the  curricu lum  requirem ents la id  down by the  Bishops’ Confe rence    

The  school is fu lly com plian t with  a ll requirem ents of the  d iocesan  b ishop   

The  school has re sponded  to  the  areas for im provem ent from  the  last inspection Fully  
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• Pupils re spond reve rently to  praye r and  worsh ip  and  p lan  though tfu l and  re flective  ch ild-
led  prayer and  worsh ip . 

What the school needs to improve: 
• Further deve lop  the  Mission  Task pedagogy throughout the  school so  tasks include  m ore  

cha llenge  and  opportunitie s for in-depth  learn ing to  secure  pupil progress. 
• Deve lop  opportun ities for extended writing in  Re ligious Educa tion  th roughou t the  school. 
• Use  in form ation  from  da ta  ana lysis and  school m on itoring and  eva luation  to  se t 

cha llenging targe ts and  key actions at school, class and  pupil leve l to  raise  standards in  
teach ing and learn ing. 
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Catholic life and mission 
Ho w  fa it h fu lly t h e  s ch o o l r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  ca ll t o  live  a s  a  Ca t h o lic  co m m u n it y a t  t h e  s e r vice  o f t h e  
Ch u r ch ’s  e d u ca t io n a l m is s io n .  

 

St Alban’s is  a  warm , we lcom ing and  caring fa ith  com m unity bu ilt on  and  driven  by Gospe l 
va lues and  the ir Mission  Sta tem en t ‘Every day we  learn , love  and  pray fo llowing in  the  
footsteps of Jesus.’ 

The  Catholic characte r of the  school is  em bedded in  a ll aspects of school life  and  recogn ise s 
the  un iqueness of the  individua l as a  gift from  God. Pupils sta te  tha t they fee l sa fe , happy and 
looked afte r. They know and va lue  each  o the r and the ir m ission , and spoke  of how it shou ld  
be  lived out in  the ir da ily lives th rough the ir actions and words. They are  proud to be  active  
m em bers of the  varied Senedd Com m ittee s, wh ich  include  Min i Discip le s and  Com m unity 
Cham pions, who articu la ted  tha t priority is given  to  Catholic Socia l Teach ing through the ir 
fundra ising activities e .g. Cafod . Plane t Protectors recogn ised  the  need to  accept re sponsib ility 
to  care  for God’s creation  th rough  recycling clo thes to  reduce  landfill and  to  he lp  people  in  
need . During the  in spection  the  school was pre sen ted  with  the  UNICEF Rights Respecting 
Schools Gold  Award  and  pupils sa id  they were  ve ry proud of th is ach ievem en t. 

Pupils spoke  about the  im portance  of the  virtues, and  how certifica te s are  awarded for 
dem onstrating the  virtues in  da ily life  as they he lp  and  care  for each  other. One  pupil 
a rticu lated  he r apprecia tion  for the  World  Fa ith  Day and the  im portance  of learn ing abou t and 
re specting people  of o ther fa iths and  re ligions. Pupils a lso sta ted  they en joyed a ttending Mass 
on  a  weekly rota  and  the  class d iscussions with  the  parish  priest a t the  end  of the  ce lebration . 

Strong links to the  parish , enhanced  by qua lity and  dedicated  chapla incy provision , ensures 
pupils rece ive  m any opportun itie s for sp iritua l and  m ora l deve lopm ent. The  prie sts of the  

Catholic life and mission key judgement grade:……………………………………………….… 2 

Pupil outcomes 
Th e  e xt e n t  t o  w h ich  p u p ils  co n t r ib u t e  t o  a n d  b e n e fit  fr o m  t h e  Ca t h o lic  life  a n d  
m is s io n  o f t h e  s ch o o l …….………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

  

2 
 

Provision 
Th e  q u a lit y o f p r o vis io n  fo r  t h e  Ca t h o lic  life  a n d  m is s io n  o f t h e  s ch o o l …………..………..  

  

2 
 

Leadership 
Ho w  w e ll le a d e r s  a n d  g o ve r n o r s  p r o m o t e , m o n it o r  a n d  e va lu a t e  t h e  p r o vis io n  fo r  
t h e  Ca t h o lic  life  a n d  m is s io n  o f t h e  s ch o o l …………………………………………………………………..  

  

2 
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parish  are  regu larly invited  and  we lcom ed in to  school. They work close ly with  the  school in  
supporting and  prom oting the  Catholic life  th rough  school and  parish  Masses, pupil co llective  
worsh ip  and  sta ff praye r breakfasts. Chapla incy provision  is va lued  and  has the  potentia l to  
grow. 

The  school has good links with  the  h igh  school and  during the  in spection  jo ined  with  the  o lder 
pupils to  p lan  and  lead  a  Lenten  collective  worsh ip . They va lue  th is expe rience  describ ing it as 
great co llaboration . There  are  strong hom e , school, parish  and  com m unity links. Parent/care r 
questionnaire s were  ove rwhe lm ingly supportive  of the  school. 

The  school com m unity is supportive  and  inclusive  and  sta ff and  pupils expressed  a  rea l sense  
of be longing, one  where  d iffe rences in  cu lture  a re  recogn ised  and  ce lebrated. Sta ff 
unde rstand  the ir re sponsib ility in  deve loping Catholic life , they a re  good ro le  m ode ls and 
readily participa te  in  activities that re flect the  school m ission . 

The  lead  pastora l practitioner provides qua lity in te rventions and  the re  a re  care fu lly designed 
whole-school pastora l program m es to  m ee t the  needs of pupils throughou t the  school. Sta ff 
m em bers work hard  to  support both  ch ildren  and  the ir fam ilie s, especia lly those  in  need.   

Leaders ensu re  tha t a ll sta ff, including new sta ff, rece ive  professiona l deve lopm en t on  Catholic 
e thos, wh ich  prom otes an  understanding of the  school’s m ission  and  Catholic va lues. The 
school active ly im plem en ts d iocesan  policie s and  the  Pupil Profile , m edita tion  and  Exam en are  
e stab lished  with in  the  cu rricu lum . Policie s are  in  p lace  and provision  for re lationsh ip  and  sex 
and  hea lth  education  R(S)HE uses d iocesan  approved m ate ria ls appropria te ly. 

The  head  teacher and  governors have  a  clear vision  for Catholic education  and  th is is  re flected 
in  decision  m aking and  priorities for ra ising standards. Leade rs are  com m itted to  the  Church’s 
m ission  in  educa tion  and  work hard  to  insp ire  and  m otiva te  the  whole  com m unity.  

The  gove rn ing body has a  wide  range  of skills , knowledge  and  unde rstanding and is fu lly 
involved  in  the  Catholic life  of the  school. They are  proactive  and  add  appropriate  support and 
cha llenge  to the  school eva luation  process and the  deve lopm en ts p lanned to  im prove  Catholic 
life  and  e thos. 
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Religious education 
Th e  q u a lit y o f cu r r icu lu m  r e lig io u s  e d u ca t io n  

 

Overa ll, standards in  Re ligious Educa tion  a re  good.  Pupils steadily im prove  the ir knowledge  
and understanding in  Re ligious Education , m aking expected  progress from  the ir starting poin t 
as they m ove  through the  school. Teachers p lan  lessons using the  Com e  and See  schem e . In 
the  best le ssons observed  pupils behaved we ll and engaged readily in  the  learn ing process, 
however the re  was som e  varia tion  in  teach ing across the  school, though  it is  good ove ra ll. 
Pupils re ligious lite racy skills  a re  good, and the ir growing understanding of the  litu rgica l year 
and  how they shou ld  live  the ir lives based  on  Je sus’s teach ings was evident. Pupils use  and 
unde rstand  re ligious vocabu lary in  Re ligious Educa tion  lessons and  a re  ab le  to  answer 
teache r-led  questions and  ask questions to  enhance  the ir learn ing. In  le ssons observed , a ll 
pupils th roughou t the  school rece ived  sm all group support from  adu lts and  work was often  
scaffo lded  by them . Opportun itie s for independent learn ing are  deve loping we ll. 

The  recently in troduced Mission  Tasks unde rpin  Re ligious Education  lessons and  provide  the  
foundation  for learn ing. Pupils en joyed the  varied  activitie s, accom panying re sources and 
In form ation  Technology (IT) opportun itie s to  engage  in  le ssons, however, Book scru tiny in  KS2 
including som e  Year 2 pupils ind icated  that top ics of the  schem e  of work a re  cove red  and 
teache rs provide  opportun itie s to  pre sen t the ir work using a  varie ty of form s of expression , 
however there  was little  evidence  of extended writing. The  book scru tiny showed tha t pupils 
unde rstand  the  green  pen  m arking schem e  to  re flect on  the ir learn ing and  next steps, and 
re spond appropria te ly to  teache rs’ com m ents and  suggestions for further explanation . 

 

Religious education key judgement grade:………………………………………………………… 2 

Pupil outcomes 
How well pupils  achieve and enjoy their learning in rel igious education…….………………………. 

  

2 
 

Provision 
The quality of teaching, learning, and assessment in rel igious education…………..……………….  

  

2 
 

Leadership 
How well leaders and governors promote, monitor , and evaluate the provision for 
rel igious education…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

  

2 
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Floor books used  th roughout the  Foundation  Phase  were  we ll presen ted , ce lebrated  pupils’ 
work and  indicated  curricu lum  cove rage . Tracking and asse ssm ent system s in  Re ligious 
Education  were  evident and e ffective . Th is data  cou ld be  further deve loped to  ensu re  targe ts 
a re  se t a t school and  individua l leve l to  fu rther drive  learn ing and standards. More  cha llenging, 
and  rigorous asse ssm en t opportun itie s that are  explicitly linked  to  the  ‘drive r words’, e specia lly 
those  wh ich  encourage  deeper understanding of the  topics, shou ld be  deve loped and  p lanned 
for Re ligious Education  le ssons. 

Leaders and  recen tly appoin ted  gove rnors recogn ise  that the  school is  on  a  jou rney of 
im provem ent and  have  an  asp ira tion  to m ake  St Alban’s a  Catholic fa ith  com m unity of 
d istinction . The  headteacher, since  he r appoin tm en t in  2020, has im plem ented  a  m ore  
system atic m on itoring and  deve lopm enta l p lann ing approach  with in  the  school. The  recently 
e stab lished  Re ligious Education  team  works we ll to  ensure  that Re ligious Education  has a  
prom inen t profile  in  the  school. They have  begun  to  system atica lly track pupil progress and 
m on itor provision  through book scru tin ie s, le arn ing walks and  le sson  observations, wh ich  a re  
reviewed each  te rm . Th is approach  and  practice  now needs to  be  regu larly appra ised, re fined 
and  further deve loped to ensu re  im pact on  pupils’ learn ing. Re ligious Education  has parity 
with  o the r core  curricu lum  subjects in  re la tion  to  re sourcing, sta ffing and  profe ssiona l 
deve lopm ent. New sta ff rece ive  induction  tra in ing and  are  supported  by a  m em ber of the  
Re ligious Education  Team . 
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Collective worship 
Th e  q u a lit y a n d  r a n g e  o f lit u r g y a n d  p r a ye r  p r o vid e d  b y t h e  s ch o o l.  

At St Alban’s school Collective  Worsh ip is a  cen tra l part of school life  and  pupils respond 
positive ly to  the  opportun ities provided . The  uppe r KS2 worsh ip  led  by the  headteache r and 
o the r class litu rgie s obse rved  during the  inspection  were  good. Pupils ga the red  with  
reve rence , sang, listened  we ll and  confidently used  trad itiona l prayers du ring these  worsh ip 
opportun ities. The  personal way in  wh ich  the  head  teacher was able  to  share  the  m essage  and  
m ission  of the  worsh ip  a llowed pupils and  sta ff to  see  her as a  Christian  as we ll as the ir school 
leade r. Acts of co llective  worsh ip  in  class and  th roughou t the  school fo llow the  ga the r, listen , 
re spond, go forth  m odel and were  recorded  on  a  litu rgy p lann ing board .  Pupil-led  Gweddiwn 
is we ll e stab lished  from  Reception  to Year 6 and  is h igh ly va lued  by ch ildren . The  opportun ity 
for m editation  and  Exam en  is estab lished  and provides pupils with  tim e to  re flect and  grow 
spiritua lly.  

Praye r and  liturgy is p lanned to encom pass a  wide  varie ty of co llective  worsh ip  throughout the  
year. There  is an  up-to-da te  Collective  Worsh ip  policy adhe red  to by a ll sta ff. All observed 
collective  worsh ip  had  a  clear m essage  and  purpose  based  on  Catholic teach ing and  Gospe l 
Values. 

The  litu rgica l seasons of the  Church  year are  given  prom inence  in  the  p lann ing of worsh ip  and 
a  d isp lay provid ing a  visua l road  m ap of the  season  to da te  provided  an  exce llen t backdrop to 
the  headteacher’s assem bly and  was unde rstood by pupils. Feast days a re  m arked  in  the  life  
of the  school and  whole  school and  weekly class Masses are  ce lebrated  with  gove rnors and 
parish ioners. All classes a re  nam ed afte r Sa in ts and  pupils were  we ll versed in  the ir h istory 
and  trad itions. 

Collective worship key judgement grade:………………………………………………………… 2 

Pupil outcomes 
How well pupils  participate in and respond to the school’s  col lective worship …….……………. 

  

2 
 

Provision 
The quality of collective worship provided by the school …………..………………………….…………….  

 

 

2 
 

Leadership 
How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for 
collective worship …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

 

 

2 
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The  observed  Virtues co llective  worsh ip  led  by the  deputy head  teacher, ce lebrated  pupils’ 
active  participa tion  in  the  cu rrent virtues ‘Learned  and Wise ’. Ce rtificate s were  pre sen ted  to 
nom inated  pupils who had  dem onstrated them  throughou t the  week. It was a  joyfu l and 
re laxed  occasion  where  pupils showed de light in  the ir peers’ nom inations.  

Classroom  sacred  spaces and  whole  school praye r a reas indoor and  out re flect the  litu rgica l 
season and are  attractive  and inviting. In  a ll classe s these  areas were  unde rstood and 
appreciated by the  pupils. The  school is cu rrently deve loping an  Edib le  Garden  which  will 
include  a  pe rm anent dedica ted  praye r space  to  be  used  by sta ff and  pupils. The re  is a  good 
range  of resources to  support praye r and litu rgy which  includes litu rgica lly correct a ltar cloths 
and  qua lity a rte facts. 

The re  are  system s in  p lace  to form ally m on itor and  eva lua te  the  provision  for Collective  
Worsh ip. Pupils’ views a re  routine ly sough t and  re sponded to . The  Praye r Bear in itia tive  
provides a  good link to  hom e  and an  increased opportun ity for fam ilies to  be  involved  in  the ir 
ch ild’s sp iritua l deve lopm ent and  the  praye r life  of the  school. The re  a re  p lans in  p lace  to 
fu rther deve lop  praye r and  liturgy through  liturgica l bags. The  school deve lopm ent p lan  se ts 
key actions and  in tended im pact outcom es for a ll th ree  Re ligious Education  areas. It is 
eva luated  regu larly. Staff a re  m ode ls of good practice  to  the  pupils and  a ll a re  proud to  be  part 
of the  fa ith  com m unity of St Alban’s. 
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Information about the school 
Full name of school St Alban’s Cath olic Prim ary 

School unique reference number (URN) 671331 

Full postal address of the school Mona Place , Trem orfa , CF24 2TG  

School phone number 029 2046 2915 

Name of head teacher or principal Mrs R. Woodward  

Chair of governing board Fathe r Sebastian  

School Website https:/ /www.sta lbansprm .card iff.sch .uk 

Multi-academy trust or company (if applicable) Click or tap  he re  to  en te r text. 

Type of school Prim ary 

School category Volun tary a ided  

Age-range of pupils 4-11years  

Trustees Card iff 

Gender of pupils Mixed  

Date of last denominational inspection Novem ber 2011 

Previous denominational inspection grade Adequate /Unsa tisfactory 

The inspection team 
Mrs J. Ph illips Lead  inspector 

Mrs S. McCool Team  inspector 

Nam e  of in spector Lead/team  

Nam e  of in spector Lead/team  

 

Key to grade judgements 
Gra d e  En gla n d  Wa le s  
1 Outstanding Exce llen t 
2 Good Good 
3 Requ ires im provem ent Adequate  and  requ ire s im provem ent 
4 Inadequate  Unsatisfactory and  in  need  of u rgent im provem ent 
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